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Expansion of the Dunbar Free Library

Publication Notes:
Photos throughout this report are courtesy of Melissa White,
Marsha Googins, Dawn Huston, Karen Goldstein, and
Jacqui Guillette
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Town of Grantham—2015 Annual Report

2

More construction photos of the library. As you can see in the photo
bottom left, Mother Nature did not wait for us to put the roof on!
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A special thank you to all who helped with our
book brigades!
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Town Department Information
SELECTMEN’S OFFICE; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6021; fax 603-863-4499
Hours:
Monday.............................
8am – 5pm
Tuesday.............................
8am – 5pm
Wednesday........................
8am – 5pm
Thursday...........................
8am – 5pm
Friday................................
8am – 4pm
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR; PO Box 135; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-5608; fax 603-863-4499
Hours:
Monday.............................
8am – 5pm
Tuesday.............................
8am – 7pm
Wednesday........................
8am – 7pm
Thursday...........................
8am – 5pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm
Friday................................
8am – 4pm; Closed for lunch from 12pm – 1pm
DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY; PO Box 1580; 401 Route 10 S; 603-863-2172
Hours:
Monday.............................
9am – 7:30pm
Tuesday.............................
Closed
Wednesday........................
9am – 7:30pm
Thursday...........................
9am – 5pm
Friday................................
9am – 12pm
Saturday............................
9am – 2pm
FIRE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 80; 251 Route 10 S; 603-863-5710
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT; 36 Dunbar Hill Road; 603-863-9156; fax 603-863-4499
POLICE DEPARTMENT; PO Box 704; 300 Route 10 S; 603-863-6844; fax 603-863-8152
Non-Emergency 24-Hour Dispatch 603-863-3232; EMERGENCY 911
TRANSFER STATION; 1150 Route 114; 603-863-9713; fax 603-863-4499
Hours:
Sunday..............................
9am – 4pm
Monday.............................
8am – 12pm
Tuesday.............................
Closed
Wednesday........................
Closed
Thursday...........................
8am – 4pm
Friday................................
10am – 4pm
Saturday............................
8am – 4pm
MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE
Board of Selectmen: 2nd & 4th Wednesday; 5pm
Conservation Commission: 3rd Monday; 7pm
Energy Committee: 1st Monday; 5pm
Library Trustees: 3rd Monday; 5:30pm
Open Space Committee: 1st Thursday; 8:30am
Planning Board: 1st Thursday; 7pm
Trustees of the Trust Funds: 2nd Tuesday; 1pm
Zoning Board of Adjustment: 4th Thursday; 7pm
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Officials and Staff of Grantham
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
G. Warren Kimball, Chair
Sheridan T. Brown
Constance A. Jones
MODERATOR
Susanna Schweizer
Lorie McClory—Assistant Moderator

TERM EXPIRES
2017
2016
2016

2016

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR – Melissa White
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT – Ann Jasper
RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT – Martha Norris
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Rita Friedman
Kenneth Story, Deputy

2016

TOWN TREASURER
Christopher Morris
Deputies: Stephen Adamic, Ann Neu

2016

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE (Appointed)
Peter Guillette, Chair
Paula Bresnick
Robert MacNeil
Patricia MacNeil

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
G. Warren Kimball
Christopher Paquette
Russell (Pete) Bailey

2017
2016
2018

CEMETERY SEXTON – Warren Legacy
CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Appointed)
Richard Hocker, Chair
David Wood
Laura Nagy
Susan Buchanan
Richard Kaszeta
Alternates: Dennis Ryan
Selectmen’s Rep: Sheridan T. Brown
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Officials and Staff of Grantham
Term Expires
DUNBAR FREE LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Katrina McCurley, Chair
Ed Jenik, Treasurer
Sara Lang, Recording Secretary
Robert McCarthy
Karen Walsh, Corresponding Secretary

2016
2018
2016
2018
2017

LIBRARIAN – Dawn E.S. Huston; B. Joey Holmes, Assistant
ENERGY COMMITTEE—Paula Bresnick, Kristina Burgard, Jeannine Chenevert, Donald Fitzpatrick
Andy Gelston, Peggy Mar neau, Michael Salo
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE (Appointed)
Thain Allan, Chair
Craig McArt, Secretary
Allen Wilson, Vice Chair
Susan Buchanan, Conservation Commission Rep
Charlie McCarthy, Planning Board Rep
Conrad Frey, Zoning Board Rep
PLANNING BOARD
Carl Hanson, Chair
Charles McCarthy, Vice Chair
Mary Hutchins
Peter Guillette
Alternates: Thain Allan
Selectmen’s Rep & Voting member: G. Warren Kimball
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Donna Stamper
Sandra Noordsy
Suzanne Goldman

2018
2017
2016
2018

2020
2016
2015

RECREATION PARK COMMITTEE (Appointed)
Marsha Googins
Jennifer Beaulieu
Julia Hautaniemi
Nicole Mason
Selectmen’s Rep: G. Warren Kimball
TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS
Robert Fogg
James Coakley
Robert Lewis
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Appointed)
Conrad Frey, Chair
Richard Mansfield
Myron Cummings
Margery Bostom
Tanya McIntire
Alternates: Peter Guillette & Peter Gardiner
Selectmen’s Rep: Constance A. Jones
Clerk: Martha Norris
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Officials and Staff of Grantham
BUILDING CUSTODIAN—Greg Stender
BUILDING INSPECTOR – Roger Woodworth
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR – David Beckley
F.A.S.T. SQUAD
Stuart Gillespie, EMT-Intermediate, Coordinator; Jane Chipman, EMT-Intermediate & Treasurer; Jill Davis, EMTParamedic; Bruce Chipman, Advance EMT & Asst. Coordinator; Lori Avery, EMT & Secretary; Erin Hammond, Advanced
EMT; Ian Gill, Advanced EMT; Jeremy LaBombard, Advanced EMT; Gergana Alteva, EMT; Cory Howarth—in training for

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Jeremiah Fountain, Chief ; David Beckley, Deputy Chief; Lieutentants: Justin Hastings, Jason McMahon; Firefighters - Len
Angelli; Ryan Avery; Rosie Bard; Christopher Boyes; Susan Boyes; Katherine Bushman; Robert Coburn; Hunter Coronis;
Joseph Dorko; William Follensbee; Ian Gill; Matthew Guerra; Erin Hammond; Cory Howarth; Nathaniel Lang; Christopher
Lopez; Brandon Mason; Joshua Merriam; Jack Tibbits; Pavel Zagadailov

FIRE WARDEN – Jeremiah Fountain
Deputies: David Beckley; Justin Hastings; Jason McMahon, Brandon Mason, Cory Howarth

GROUNDSKEEPER – Glenn Carey

HEALTH OFFICER – Susan Figley; Dr. Richard Sachs, Deputy

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Jeffrey Hastings, Road Agent
Brian Hastings, Plow Truck Driver (winter)
Thomas Bircher, Truck Driver/Equipment Operator (summer)

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Walter Madore, Sr., Chief; John Parsons, Sergeant & Prosecutor; Ryan Gamble, Officer; Travis Soucy, Officer;
Judy DiPadova, Secretary
Specials: Tim Julian, Vince Cunningham, Robert Schwartz, Massad Ayoob
RECREATION DEPARTMENT— Activities Director, Jamielynn Garland; Athletics Director, Marsha Googins
TOWN ARCHIVIST—Rae Tober

TRANSFER STATION—Chris Scott, Supervisor; Buddy Sweeney, FT Attendant;
Ron Fowler & F. Robert Osgood, PT Attendants
WELFARE OFFICIAL – Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator
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Board of Selectmen Report & Dedication
In 2015, the Town Offices saw personnel changes with the retirement of long-time Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Cindy Towle. She is succeeded by Ken Story, who stepped down from the Board of Selectmen earlier this year to serve
in his new role.
As directed by State law, our two remaining selectmen chose a replacement to fill the Board vacancy until the next
Town Meeting. They appointed Sheridan Brown, a local attorney who has served on our Conservation Commission and
worked extensively with New Hampshire municipalities. If elected at this year’s Town Meeting, Sheridan will complete
the remaining two years of Ken’s term.
Some may recall that our Annual Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2014 included an auditor’s recommendation for the
Town to become compliant with Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 45. GASB 45
specifies the method of reporting post-employment benefits other than pensions. Following a lively discussion of this
topic at the end of our 2015 Town Meeting, we immediately hired an actuary with expertise in bringing small towns like
Grantham into compliance.
Compliance with GASB 45 provides greater transparency by reporting the cost of post-employment benefits in the period they are earned by an employee rather than when the benefits are paid. Linda L. Bournival, FSA, EA, MAAA, of
KMS Actuaries, LLC (a Manchester, N.H., firm) completed the work to bring us into compliance at a cost of $5,000.
This will be updated every three years or sooner as required by GASB.
Meanwhile, we are pleased to report that the Olde Farms Bridge replacement is finally coming to a close. We are waiting to see how it weathers the winter and spring; and any dressing, contouring, or backfilling will be taken care of by our
bridge contractor before we sign off completely. We expect that this concrete pre-cast arch will certainly outlast the four
culverts that have formed the “Bridge” since the early 1960’s. Hopefully our resident Beavers will find a new home far
away from this engineering masterpiece.
We will begin the Miller Pond Road Bridge rehabilitation project this spring and it will be completed by the end of summer. Finally there is light at the end of the tunnel!
The Conservation Commission is working on its own bridge project and trail improvements at Brookside Park off Old
Route 10. A new pedestrian bridge over Skinner Brook and trails (including universally accessible portions) on the additional acreage acquired last year will improve opportunities for Grantham residents and families to enjoy this gem of a
natural area.
Finally, the property revaluation completed this year was a success. The State, which sets the laws and rules for how the
mandated revaluations are conducted, assigned us a representative from the Department of Revenue Administration
(DRA) to monitor the entire procedure. The State and the Town were very pleased with the job done by Vision Government Solutions. The Town’s sole disappointment was the resulting decrease in our grand list (the aggregate value of all
taxable property in Grantham).
Revaluation is not a simple process, and now we must begin budgeting for the next one in five years. That will be a statistical update. Hopefully, by then the real estate market and economy will have turned around and our property values
will show a vast improvement.
We are very fortunate in Grantham to have a solid group of employees who work extremely well together as a team.
They most certainly are our biggest asset, for without their loyalty and unwavering support we would not be able to enjoy the smooth operation of all the various departments. Our employees make an invaluable contribution to the Town,
and we collectively thank them for their efforts. You are appreciated and that is why we dedicate this 2015 Town Report
to you.
Sincerely,
Connie, Warren, Sheridan
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
It’s always amazing to me how fast a year goes by and 2015 was not any different! Once again we had some staff
changes - in July, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector Cindy Towle retired after 19 years of service. Thank you Cindy for
your service to Grantham! Ken Story was appointed as our new Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector. Ken’s appointment
left a vacancy on our Board of Selectmen which was filled by Sheridan Brown, welcome Sheridan! I’m looking forward
to working with both of them for many years to come!
We also welcomed Greg Stender as our building custodian. He replaced Dave Cullen who resigned earlier in the year.
Greg brings with him a wealth of knowledge needed for this position. Welcome Greg!
In February, we awarded the contract for the Olde Farms Road Bridge to Northwoods Excavating of Thetford, VT.
Although Mother Nature provided us with her fair share of rain the week before construction was due to start, Tim and
his crew was still able to install the bridge and get the road back open to residents within a month. There were some
delays with the guardrails and as of this writing the project is almost complete with some finish work to be completed in
the spring of 2016.
Our Joint Loss Management Committee continues to meet on a quarterly basis to ensure the health and safety of our
employees (RSA 281-A:64). At our meetings, attended by supervisors and employees in all departments, we review
any workplace injury that happened and discuss ways to help prevent the injury for occurring again. We also conduct
annual inspections of all our buildings to help ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor’s Health
and Safety rules.
If you are new to Grantham, the Selectmen’s Office is where you come for many things such as assessing information
(applications for current use, Veterans’ credits and elderly exemptions) , building permit applications, general assistance,
planning and zoning board applications, Transfer Station information including hang tags (dump passes) and dump tickets for those items that require a fee to dispose of. This information is also on our website at www.granthamnh.net. We
also have an email list; it’s a great way to stay up-to-date on all the happenings in town!
I know I’ve mentioned this before but it bears mentioning again…OUR VOLUNTEERS! We are so blessed to have so
many dedicated residents volunteering on all the different boards and committees as well as our coaches and referees.
Volunteers are truly what make our community so great! Many thanks to all of you who have volunteered!
In closing, I would like to send a special thank you to my Assistant Ann Jasper and Receptionist Martha Norris for all their
dedication and support. I also want to thank all of our other
employees for their dedication, we are so very lucky to have
such a dedicated group of employees. And last, but certainly
not least, I want to thank our Board of Selectmen, Warren,
Connie & Sheridan for their support and hard work throughout the year; it’s very much appreciated!
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa M. White
Town Administrator
A view of Walker Pond (off of Split Rock Road) on
October 13, 2015.
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Olde Farms Road Bridge—BEFORE
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Olde Farms Road Bridge Construction
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Olde Farms Road Bridge Construction
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Olde Farms Road Bridge Construction
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Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Report
In August of 1999 I became Town Clerk/Tax Collector. It is with mixed emotions that I am retiring from
this position. I thank the Town Administration, Cindy Towle, Retired Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector;
and Ken Story, our new Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector for their support over the 16.5 years
We license dogs and issue hunting and fishing licenses. This is where you register to vote and register motor
vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles and boats.
Property Tax bills, which are paid through this office, are sent twice a year and are payable in July and December of each year. The property tax year runs from April 1st to March 31st. Information about tax billing,
payments and tax lien information can be directed to this office.
One of the more useful tools that we offer is our website, www.granthamnh.net. The home page shows the
calendar with town events, meetings, revised hours and holiday closings. Under Departments, choose Town
Clerk/Tax Collector. Tax payments and/or tax bill copies, registration renewals, dog licenses and certified
copies of Vital Records can be researched and paid online using our website. Addresses can be updated on
the Town website.
The office is open for your convenience 5 days a week, which includes 2 evenings. We close from 12pm to
1pm on Thursday and Friday since there is only one person in the office on those days.

Respectfully submitted,
Rita Friedman, Town Clerk/Tax Collector
Ken Story, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Revenues Collected from July 1, 2014—June 30, 2015
MOTOR VEHICLE PERMIT FEES (3,900 reg.)

$653,037.00

MUNCIPAL AGENT FEE

$13,935.00

BOAT REGISTRATION & CLERK FEE (83 reg.)

$1,086.00

RECLAMATION TRUST FUND

8,544.50

RECLAMATION ADMINISTRATION FEES

1,825.50

DOG LICENSES & FINES (725 licenses)

3,854.00

MARRIAGE LICENSES

$225.00

VITAL STATISTICS CERTIFIED COPIES

$694.00

UCC FILINGS

$360.00

OTHER REVENUES

$776.50

HUNTING, FISHING & OHRV AGENT FEES (165)

$394.00

TOTAL

$684,731.50
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Supervisor’s of the Checklist Report

We are continuing to update our Checklist of Voters. We have sent out letters to those voters who filled out
a form that did not have all the information now required by the Sate. Thank you to all of you who have followed through and come into the Town Office to complete new forms. You may also come to one of our
sessions at the Town Office. These sessions are mandated by the State and you will find them advertised in
the Shopper. We are also sending out 30 day letters to those voters whose letters were returned with no forwarding address. All these steps will make our Checklist more accurate in preparation for future elections.
We have enjoyed having Suzanne working with us and are delighted that she has agreed to run for a 6 year
term. There is quite a learning curve and she has picked it up quickly.
We are always looking for Poll workers and greeters for the Election. If you have an interest, please call or
email the Selectman's office admin@granthamnh.net and they will pass the information on to us.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Stamper
Sandy Noordsy
Suzanne Goldman

Le —Donna Stamper, Center—Suzanne Goldman, Right—Sandy Noordsy
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Energy Committee Report
At their November 12, 2014 meeting, the Board of Selectmen (“Selectmen”) voted to form a Grantham Energy Committee (“GEC”). The members were appointed in the first quarter of 2015, and GEC’s first meeting occurred in April 2015.
Unless otherwise posted, GEC’s regular meetings are the first Monday of each month, starting at 5:00pm in the Jerry
Whitney Memorial Conference Room, Town Hall, 300 Route 10 South.
GEC acts in an advisory capacity to the Selectmen and other Town boards, committees, and commissions on matters
such as energy conservation, energy efficiency, ways to decrease municipal energy costs, and reduction of Grantham’s
greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, GEC is a resource for Grantham residents, businesses, and other organizations on
energy consumption habits and demands, energy efficiency, and renewable energy.
Over the last eight months, GEC members attended numerous energy-related conferences and classes, and learned how
to use ENERGY STAR software designed to track and analyze energy consumption, cost, and efficiency. GEC is now
using this software to track energy consumption and costs for all the Town buildings. GEC also met with the Selectmen,
the Fire Department, various town employees, and members of the public to discuss their current energy consumption,
concerns, and ways to increase energy efficiency. From these meetings, GEC learned there is very strong support and
demand for increasing energy efficiency in the Town’s buildings, as well as determining the feasibility of using renewable energy resources.
As an initial step, GEC took advantage of several resources to obtain free initial energy assessments of various Town
buildings, both of which indicated that as a first step, significant energy consumption reduction could be achieved by
switching the Town’s building and exterior lights to all LED lighting. GEC submitted a recommendation to the Selectmen with proposed cost estimates to switch to LED lighting, and potential energy and cost benefits for doing the same.
In addition, GEC submitted a recommendation to the Selectmen that they present to the voters a warrant article providing
for an optional property tax exemption for the assessed value of certain qualifying renewable energy systems. If passed,
the warrant article would create a tax neutral policy within Grantham that neither increases the property owner’s taxes
for installing such a renewable energy system, nor decreases the Town’s municipal tax revenues.
More information about GEC can be found on our page of the Town’s website, at http://www.granthamnh.net/energy,
and there are several subpages that contain valuable information for residents about regional energy-related events and
information resources.
Co-Chairs: Jeannine Chenevert & Paula Bresnick
Members: Kristina Burgard, Donald Fitzpatrick, Michael Salo, Andy Gelston, Peggy Martineau
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Planning Board

Site Plan Review
Dunbar Free Library/ Expansion – Tax Map 237 Lots 005 and 006; 401 Rt. 10 South
ECA/Club House Expansion – Tax Map 234 Lot 023; 6 Clubhouse Lane
Wendy Bircher/Tresk Interiors-Rum Brook Plaza – Tax Map 226 Lot 021; 249 Rt. 10 North
Stocker Brook Realty, LLC/ Saw Mill – Tax Map 236 Lot 010; 631 Rt. 114

Merger / Annexation
Thomas A. & Carolyn D. Simon; Tax Map 225 Lots 212 and 213
Eastman / Greensward Section 7
Mark Conner & Sharon Frank; Tax Map 213 Lots 055 and 056
Eastman / Anderson Pond Section 3
Waltraud, Dorian & Doreen Rodizza; Tax Map 222 Lots 257 and 258
Eastman / South Cove Section 2
Lynelle Reney; Tax Map 234 Lots 002; 003; 004.
Eastman / Greensward Section 12

Subdivision Application
James & Margaret LaHaye – Tax Map 207 Lot 022; Rt. 10 North

Sign Permit Application
Angela MacCreighton/ Sugar River Bank – Tax Map 233 Lot 026; 120 Rt. 10 South
Fred Tatro/ Tatro Landscaping – Tax Map 226 Lot 020; 151 Rt. 10 North
Luc Gauvin & Grantham Fire Dept – Tax Map 233 Lot 075.1; 251 Rt. 10 South

Members: Chair—Carl Hanson, Vice Chair—Charles McCarthy, Peter Guillette, Mary Hutchins
Alternates: Thain Allan
Selectmen’s Representative & Voting member: G. Warren Kimball
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Zoning Board of Adjustment

Despite the slow upward trend in the economy over the past several years, the number of applications received
by the Board continues to remain at a rather low historic level.
There were three meetings this year to consider three applications. These involved approval for the placing of
a sign on a building in the Business District; a variance to establish a home business in the Rural Residential
District (not consummated); and a possible modification to an industrial building in the Business Light Industrial District.
Several inquiries were received throughout the year, mainly interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance as applied
to land use.
Conrad Frey, Chair
Members: Myron Cummings; Richard Mansfield; Margery Bostrom; Tanya McIntire
Alternates: Peter Guillette and Sheridan T. Brown
Selectmen Representative: Constance Jones
Clerk: Martha Norris

A beautiful shot of Dunbar Hill Road this fall. The fall
foliage was so brilliant this year! Photo courtesy of
Jacqui Guillette.
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Building Inspector’s Report
78 building permits were issued for the calendar year 2015 as follows:
House—16
Garage—7
Shed—5
Accessory Structure—8
Barn—2
Deck/Porch—9
Addition—8
Commercial building—3
Other—19

There was a slight increase in issued permits over the same period last year (71 permits).
Well over 120 inspections were conducted. Property owners are reminded that all building
permits must be displayed and made available for required inspections and signatures.
Also, street numbers for homes should be prominently displayed and observable from the
road, at a minimum for safety purposes as well to facilitate the required inspections.
Please contact me at the Town Office (863-6021) or at home (863-5863) with any questions
or concerns.
Respectfully submitted,
Roger Woodworth
Building Inspector
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Emergency Medical Services Report
Grantham’s Emergency Medical Service is an all-volunteer, non-transport agency of state certified medical personnel
who serve the Town of Grantham and exist and function as part of the Grantham Volunteer Fire Department.
Call Statistics:
The Grantham EMS responded to 72 “911” emergency calls in 2015. The following is a general break down of those
calls and the comparison with the previous year.
Type of call:

2015

2014

MVA

19

13

Trauma—Fall

10

8

Trauma—Other

1

3

Medical—Cardiac/Chest Pain

2

11

Medical—Stroke/CVA/Seizure

3

2

Medical—Breathing difficulty

5

2

Medical—Other

15

12

Substance Abuse & Psychological 4

0

Fire Support and CO alarm

3

0

Medical Alarms and Lift Assists

9

9

Mutual Aid to other towns

1

1

Membership and Certification Level:
Our membership and squad officers are as follows:
Stuart Gillespie EMT-Intermediate, Coordinator
Bruce Chipman—Advanced EMT, Assistant Coordinator
Lori Avery—EMT, Secretary
Jane Chipman—EMT-Intermediate, Treasurer
Jill Davis—EMT-Paramedic
Erin Hammond—Advanced EMT
Ian Gill—Advanced EMT
Jeremy Labombard—Advanced EMT
Gergana Alteva—EMT
Cory Howarth—In training for EMT
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I would also like to extend a very special thank you to Jeff and Susan Figley. This past April, they decided to retire from
the squad after providing over 15 years of dedicated service to the town and the squad.
Grantham EMS is an active participant in the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee EMS Region and the New London EMS district
C-5. Our Medical Resource Hospital for providing Medical Control and oversight is New London Hospital. Our primary patient transport agency was New London Ambulance Service for the first half of the year and changed to Lebanon
Fire Department Emergency Medical Services starting August 1, 2015. I am pleased to announce that, after monitoring
the situation over the past several months, this change has had absolutely no negative impact on either the level of patient care or the transport ambulance response times.
If you have any interest joining or learning about the squad, we are always looking for new volunteers. Please feel free
to speak to one of the members, visit our new web site, which you can reach through the town’s site http://
www.granthamnh.net/, and e-mail one of us, or just stop by at one of our monthly meetings. These are held at the fire
station, on the 2rd Monday, every other month, at 6:30pm. Times and dates are subject to change or cancelation so if
interested, please make sure to contact a member prior to coming.
We as a squad would like to thank the people of Grantham and our town officials for their continued support and wish
you all a safe and healthy year to come.
Respectfully submitted,
Stuart Gillespie,
Coordinator
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Grantham Fire Department

It’s hard to believe it has been almost 6 years as the Fire Chief. Like all my previous years, 2015 was filled with many
changes for the department. One of the most needed changes was putting into service the self-contained breathing apparatus which brought updated technology and safety features to our equipment. The healthiest was installing a new diesel
exhaust filter system in the station which filters the air and removes gases, carcinogens and particulate. The biggest
change was in August when the town switched transporting ambulance services from New London Ambulance to Lebanon Fire Department, I’m delighted to state this change has had no impact on the service the town receives. Along with
the change in ambulance service we switched our EMS dispatch to Hanover so now both Fire and EMS are dispatched
out of the same center. On a recent call, this moved proved to be vital for communication and efficiency.
We hosted the annual Fire Department Open House and Town of Grantham Health Fair in October, and it was a great
turn out for flu shots. The Fire Department Association hosted our annual Drive to help our Neighbors event, we collected three large construction bags of toys along with cash donation for Toys for Tots, in addition we also sent almost hundred pounds of food to the Newport food bank. The Fire Department Association also held our annual chicken barbeque
at the Old Home Day. I think we have our secret chicken recipe down to a science! Remember if you want to get some
of this wonderful chicken you need to get there early, even increasing the number of chickens we sold out again this
year. We hope to see you at all of our upcoming events in 2016.
The Grantham Fire Department has responded to a total of 99 calls for service. The following is the breakdown of major incident types for the 2015 calendar year:
15
29
30
7
6
6
6

Fires
Vehicle Accidents
False Alarms, Unintentional Activation
Service Calls
Medical Assists
Hazardous Condition
Electrical/Power Line

The majority of our calls in 2015 were for false alarms, and vehicle accidents, these are a combination of different individual incident types. We did see a rise in fire calls; these are a combination of structure fires, chimney fires, brush
fires, dumpster fires and cooking fires.
Along with responding to the 911 calls, our Deputy Forestry Wardens have given out hundreds of permits for brush fire
and seasonal camp fires.
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The department currently responds to emergencies with our 2000 Pierce Pumper, 2008 HME Pumper, 2002 Water Master Tanker and 2015 Ford F250. As in past years the total number of fire department members has changed and we’ve
been fortunate to add two new members. We currently have a roster of 18 members who have varying experience and
response levels. We are always looking for new members to join the department. If you have ever considered volunteering to help your community, the Fire Department could be what you are looking for. While our firefighters are paid on
calls and some training, the largest portion of our work around the station is done on a volunteer basis. We are always
looking for new members to join the department and experience is not required. Even if you don’t wish to respond to
emergency calls, we can always find something within your skill set to assist the department.
If you are interested in joining the Fire Department, please feel free to stop by the station and talk with a member. Our
monthly meeting night is the first Tuesday of every month or you may also call the department at 863-5710 or email us
at granthamfd@comcast.net.
I would personally like to thank all the members of the Fire and EMS Departments for their commitment and dedication
to the Grantham Community. These members have donated many hours of their time over the last year and it is greatly
appreciated.
Lastly I would like to recognize and thank Luc Gavin from Grantham for his Eagle Scout project. His hard work, dedication and leadership ultimately produced an outstanding Smokey Bear danger & public announcement sign for the Fire
Department. If you have the time, you should stop by and check it out!
Respectfully Submitted,
Jay Fountain
Fire Chief
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Report of Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger
Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire Division of Forests & Lands, work
collaboratively to reduce the risk and frequency of wildland fires in New Hampshire. To help us assist you, please contact your local Forest Fire Warden or Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing ANY outside
burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17) a fire permit is required for all outside burning, unless the ground is completely covered with snow. The ability to obtain fire permits on line was initiated in 2015. Approximately 120 towns participated in the online system with over 4,000 permits issued. To obtain a permit on line visit www.NHfirepermit.com.The
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services also prohibits the open burning of household waste. Citizens are
encouraged to contact the local fire department or DES at 603-271-3503 or www.des.nh.gov for more information. Safe
open burning requires diligence and responsibility. Help us to protect New Hampshire’s forest resources. For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603) 271-2214, or online at www.nhdfl.org.
This past fire season burned 661 acres which was the most recorded since 1989 when 629 acres burned. The fire season
began in early April with the first reported fire occurring on April 8th. The largest fire was the 275 acre Bayle Mountain
fire in Ossipee. This fire started on May 5th and burned for several days. The Bayle Mt. fire was also the largest individual fire in NH in over 25 years. There were also a number of other sizable fires in May which definitely kept NH’s
wildland firefighting resources stretched to the limit. These larger fires increased the average wildland fire size to 5.12
acres. As usual our higher fire danger days correlated well with the days that there were fires actually reported. The
statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers continues to operate on Class III or higher fire danger days. Our fire lookouts
are credited with keeping most fires small and saving several structures due to their quick and accurate spotting capabilities. The towers fire spotting capability was supplemented by the NH Civil Air Patrol when the fire danger was especially high. Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the area where homes and
flammable wildland fuels intermix. Several of the fires during the 2015 season threatened structures, and a few structures were burned, a constant reminder that forest fires burn more than just trees. Homeowners should take measures to
prevent a wildland fire from spreading to their home. Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves
and pine needles, and maintaining adequate green space around your home free of flammable materials. Additional information and homeowner recommendations are available at www.firewise.org. Please help Smokey Bear, your local
fire department, and the state’s Forest Rangers by being fire wise and fire safe!
2015 FIRE STATISTICS
(All fires reported as of November 2015)
(figures do not include fires under the jurisdiction of the White Mountain National Forest)
COUNTY STATISTICS
Acres

# of Fires

Belknap

County

15.3

11

Carroll

299.5

10

Cheshire

27.6

18

Coos

1.6

6

Grafton

22.6

17

Hillsborough

50.6

23

Merrimack

22.8

16

Rockingham

9.2

14

Strafford

5.5

15

Sullivan

1.1

4
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CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
Total
Arson
7
2015
Debris
17
2014
Campfire
13
2013
Children
3
2012
Smoking
12
2011
Railroad
0
Equipment
6
Lightning
5
Misc.*
71 (*Misc.: power lines, fireworks, electric fences, etc.)

Fires
134
112
182
318
125

Total Acres
661
72
144
206
42

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDLAND FIRE
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Midwestern New Hampshire Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District
The Grantham Fire Department is an active member of the Midwestern New Hampshire
Hazardous Materials Mutual aid District. The district is made up of fire officials from the
cities and towns along the I-89 corridor from Sutton to Lebanon. District members meet
and train on a monthly basis in the member towns. The district provides member towns
with equipment, training and expertise to respond to an emergency involving hazardous
materials.
Through state and federal grants, the district has purchased sophisticated chemical detection and monitoring equipment. Most of this monitoring equipment has been provided to the member fire departments
for use in their everyday operations as well as in the event of a hazardous materials incident. Member towns have the
ability to quickly access hazardous materials technical expertise from within the district and from other hazardous material districts within New Hampshire as well as from the state. A cache of hazardous material response supplies and
equipment is also available to each member town through the district.
In addition to the in house training, district members attend hazardous materials response training conferences provided
by the New Hampshire Department of Safety and the national hazmat conference sponsored by the International Association of Fire Chiefs.
Through the district, Grantham participates in the New Hampshire Hazmat Collaborative, which is made up of representatives from all of the hazmat districts in New Hampshire. The Collaborative provides joint training and hazmat response
resources for the teams throughout the state.
The district works and trains with the New Hampshire National Guard Civil Support Team to respond to potential terrorist incidents which may involve explosives, chemicals and weapons of mass destruction.
The district receives data on hazardous materials that are stored or used by industry in the region, through the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Tier II filing system. All businesses that use chemicals are required to report their
chemical inventories on an annual basis. This information is used by the districts to identify chemicals in the community
and to plan and train for emergencies involving spills and releases of these hazardous materials. The district tracks all
hazardous materials incidents occurring in the member communities for reporting to the State of New Hampshire Department of Safety and utilizes this data in developing training programs and purchasing equipment.
Information on the district can be found on the district’s website www.midwesthazmat.org.
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Emergency Management Report
To summarize Emergency management for 2015, it would be best to say “monitoring the situation”. Grantham fared
well through all the situations that affected other parts of the country and world this year. Working with our partners,
emergencies ranging from health issues like Ebola and flu outbreaks to weather related emergencies have been monitored and prepared for this year. Even today as I write this report, the warnings and plannings of our first expected
Winter storm are coming in.
Continuing to prepare the town, Grantham’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) was updated this year. The EOP provides direction on how all the town’s departments will work together during an emergency while also incorporating the
available help from outside. Much appreciation goes to these agencies such as the Regional Coordination Council for
health issues affecting the Upper Valley or New Hampshire Emergency Management which can bring in resources
from across the state or request help from the federal level if needed. Also this year, Grantham’s Hazard Mitigation
Plan was finally approved by FEMA.
To close, as individuals and families we understand that outside help may not be immediately available during an emergency. It is up to each of us to be prepared. This includes planning, emergency kits and readiness to evacuate. More
information can be found at www.ready.gov or for more localized information www.readynh.gov.

Respec ully submi ed,
David Beckley
Emergency Management Director

Dave Morrison from Fire ProTec shows some children how to
use a fire extinguisher during our annual Health and Safety Fair.
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Highway Department
Road Agent Report
As I type this, it is December 22nd and there is not a speck of snow on the ground. Quite different from last
winter!
The winter of 2014-2015 was one of the more challenging in recent years. We had measurable snow that started on Thanksgiving and continued to pile up into the end of March. We used over 1,900 yards of winter sand
and 280 tons of salt. We were also busy repairing equipment such as broken sander chains, replacing truck
springs and changing cutting edges which allowed us to keep the plows on the road. We also had to deal with a
couple of those pesky frozen culverts.
Thankfully, spring brought a minor mud season with only a few gravel roads requiring stone and extra raking.
Summer proved to be a very productive one with normal routine road maintenance which included grading and
raking, spreading gravel, ditch cleaning, sweeping, roadside mowing and dust control. We also maintained all
of our equipment. This consisted of oil changes, routine services, plus fixing whatever else broke. Rebuilding
the one ton dump body kept us busy for a day or two! The rest of the summer was spent completing some
bigger projects like renting a small excavator and changing 14 culverts throughout town, prepping Stony
Brook and Stocker Pond Roads for paving, laying fabric and spreading 821 yards of gravel in some much
needed areas. Our last big project of the summer was the much anticipated new bridge at the north end of Olde
Farms Road. This was a major improvement over the old culverts – plus a bit trickier for the beavers to dam up
(we hope).
In closing, I need to thank Brian and Glenn for their long hours of playing in the snow with me and Tom
and Conner for helping me complete all the summer work. I would also like to extend my appreciation to the
townspeople, Selectmen and other departments for their
support.
Respectfully,
Jeff Hastings, Road Agent
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Transfer Station Report
Here we are with another year in the history book, and quite the year it was. As you can see, with the comparison of
July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 and July 1, 2014 to June 30 2015.

2013‐2014

2014‐2015

MSW (Trash)

952.80 T

933.85 T

C&D

321.52 T

279 T

Total Waste T & E

1274.32 T; $109,617.06 E

1,212.85 T; $106,185.02 E

Aluminum

2.68 T; $2,483.74 R

2.62 T; $2,290.83 R

Metal

51.36 T; $10,541.95 R

48.35 T; $7,748.94 R

Tin Cans

6.17 T; $854.33 R

5.68 T; $410.49 R

Cardboard

57.58 T; $6,274.80 R

39.38 T; $3,312.33 R

Glass

80.41 T; $1,849.43 E

87.42 T; $2,119.90 E

Paper

118.02 T; $4,128 R; $6,600 E

114.61 T; $2,119.90 E

Plas c

31.2 T; $713.56 E

34.15 T; $2,937.06 R; $7,175 E

Electronic Waste

13.787 T; $5,048.39 E

14.61 T; $4,870.54 E

Tires

18.36 T; $1,992.05 E

24.36 T; $2,696.78 E

Total Recycling*

379.57 T; $24,282.82 R; $16,575.78 E

371.90 T; $16,699.65 R; $18,578.55 E

Tickets Collected

$19,345

$16,485

Recycling Percentage

23%

24%

* T = Tons; R = Revenue; E = Expense

This has been a trying year for the recycling industry, the market has taken a big downturn on all the commodities,
which has made it harder to get them to market. I am glad to see that the tonnage of waste went down by 61.47 tons,
and the recycling tonnage stayed the same, congratulations to all on a good job.
We made some improvements to the yard this year by adding four pads for the extra roll off bins. This will make it
easier in the winter and spring to load and unload, also helping in extending their life as they will not be sitting on ice
and mud.
In closing, have a great New Year and we will see you at Mount Trashmore, but remember it costs less to recycle than it
does to throw it in the trash.
Respectfully submitted,
Christopher C. Scott, Supervisor
Buddy Sweeney, Ron Fowler and F. Robert Osgood—Attendants
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Grantham Athletics Report
2015 was a productive and rewarding year for the Athletic Department. With the support of great parent volunteer coaches
and assistant coaches the programs offered for our town’s youth had great participation from Kindergarten to Sixth grade.
Spring sports had Majors Baseball for grades 5th and 6th coached by John Eylander. Minors’ baseball for 3rd and 4th grade
had two separate teams coached by Carl Melendy and Dave Daignault. The softball season had a 3rd/4th grade girl’s team
that was coached by Michelle Belk. Rookie baseball had two teams for the 1st/2nd grade coached by Glenn Price and Dave
Susco. T-ball was offered for the Kindergarten and 1st graders and was split into two teams coached by Tom Ripley and Jeremy Bachelder.
This was the first year the Majors team used a base path of 70 feet (from the previous stretch of 60 feet). This proved to support safer play and improved skills by the players. This change was successful throughout the Kearsarge Valley Cal Ripken
League.
This was also the first year that Grantham and the Kearsarge Valley Cal Ripken League used an arbiter out of Concord to assign umpires for games at the Minors and Majors level and was highly successful.
Taekwondo was offered in the spring as well and was well attended with about 15 members. This sport has allowed its participants a newfound confidence that has let them move on to great success in competition play across the state and many have
tested into higher levels of skill. Due to the faithful dedication from Stephen Hopkins, this program has been a favorite and is
offered three times a year in the spring, fall and winter.
Summer brought Pre-K soccer and Toddler Soccer! This proved to be a successful turnout for both groups and allowed the
participants from Pre-K to get ready for the soccer season in the fall and to get to know their classmates. Pre-K soccer was
coached by the Athletic Director, Marsha Googins, with support from Dan and Shannon Schachtner. Toddler soccer was
coached by Meredith Beasley.
Fall Soccer formed a 5/6 grade boys team, a 3/4 grade boys team, a 3/4 grade girls team and teams at the 1/2 grade level and
Kindergarten. 5/6 grade boys were coached by Tom Shapard with support from Ed Miller, John Wolfe and Paul Matzkin, 3/4
girls were coached by Michelle Belk and Tom Ripley, 3/4 grade boys had two teams coached by Robert and Michelle Morrell
with support from Linda Snow and Stephanie Brill and the second team was coached by Dave Susco. The 1st/2nd grade coed team was coached by Jeff Durell with support from Jeremy Bachelder and Jon Ames. The Kindergarten team was coached
by Athletic Director, Marsha Googins.
October brought the Monster Mash where a pasta dinner was served by the Athletic Department during the “Our Town”, Halloween event at the Grantham Elementary School. This was a welcomed change and was largely successful. A special thank
you to Nicole Mason, Wendi Grant, Chris Spring, Katie and Rick Googins for their support during this event.
Winter sports had great participation with a 5/6 grade boys team coached by Kristin Miller and Ian Pollard, a 3/4 grade boys
team coached by Randy Britton, a 3/4 grade girls team coached by Denise Durkee, a 1st/2nd grade co-ed team and Kindergarten team both coached by Jeremy Bachelder. Our Cheerleading Squad, comprised of 3-6th grade is coached by Jodi JonesPoljacik and has a great crew this year. Season end for these groups are finalized with a tournament for the 5/6 grade level
and a round robin competition for the 3/4 grade level players.
As these players get older and strengthen their skills, it is encouraging to see them move on as positive representatives of
Grantham and strong players at the Lebanon Middle School and High School as well as with AAU basketball and Indoor Soccer groups. Grantham has a tremendously strong presence in the sports programs at all levels of play with these institutions.
It is rewarding to see the youth of our town work hard to build their kinetic skills in the programs offered by the Athletic Department. Without the support of parents these programs would not be as successful. Thank you for all you do to support our
youth athletes, Parents!
Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Googins
Athletic Director
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Sprucing up the fields at the Recreation Park in preparation
for baseball and softball season

A special thank you to all who helped—Dave Armstrong, Jon & Michelle Belk, Denise Durkee, Marsha
Googins, Kelly & Jerry Spiller, and Dave Susco.
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Photos to the le and in
the center are the chil‐
dren who par cipated
in our summer pre‐
kindergarten soccer
program with Marsha
Googins coaching.

Meredith Baxter coached
our summer toddler
soccer program.
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Grantham Recreation Park Committee
The Grantham Recreation Park Committee had a busy year planning for the installment of the concession area within
the pavilion at the park. We collaborated on ideas to create a progressive area in the pavilion for the concession stand.
A vision was realized with the addition of four windows, a shelf unit capped with a spacious counter top, and a variety
of shelves within for storage and display purposes has brought our pavilion up to a new level of use for the park. This
concession is expected to fulfill fundraising needs by offering food and drink during sporting and activity events
throughout the year. It will be staffed by committee members and volunteer parents during these events. It was first
utilized during the soccer season with great success. A refrigerator was donated which will provide additional inspiration for our concession offerings. It is also hoped that the concession will help raise the necessary funds for future improvements of the pavilion and other spaces within the park.
Additionally, a storage garage was built near the blueberry patch to house the park’s mower as well as other small equipment. A small portion of the garage will be used as a “blueberry stand” so residents can pick blueberries. Money received from the sale of our blueberries goes toward the future needs of our park; thus alleviating the need for raising the
funds through property taxes.
The park was used to facilitate the youth baseball and softball season, an adult softball league and adult soccer club;
summer soccer for Toddlers and a pre-Kindergarten group; Old Home Day Celebration; Scarecrow Building; a family
anniversary and a family reunion as well as the fall youth soccer program.
The committee realizes the importance of making the park accessible to all residents of Grantham and is working to improve the spaces within the park for athletic program and activities use.

Members: Jennifer Beaulieu; Jamielynn Garland; Marsha Googins; Nicole
Mason
Selectmen’s Representative: Warren Kimball

Often times at our blueberry patch the neighbor’s horse Joe, who is owned by Selectman
Warren Kimball and his wife Cindy Towle,
will poke his head through the trees and over
the fence to say hello. Isn’t he a handsome
fella?
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Dunbar Free Library Trustees Report
What an exciting year for the Dunbar Free Library! Our staff and volunteers have kept the library buzzing in tight
quarters as a much needed addition is completed. This renovation will mean so much more than additional space for
materials; there will be room for in-house programming, a dedicated area for young adults, more options for computer
and wireless access, plus much needed staff work space and full ADA compliance. Of course, none of this would be
possible without the kindness and generosity of the remarkable Grantham community. It is with sincerest gratitude that I
offer, on behalf of the Dunbar Free Library Board of Trustees, our thanks to the taxpayers of Grantham, the Dunbar Free
Library staff and volunteers, our hardworking fundraising volunteers led by Lorie McClory, the faithful support of our
Friends group led by Susan Wren, our generous donors, and the support and partnership of our town government, local
businesses, and other charitable organizations. Thank you!
As we look forward to the new resources this addition will allow, we also look back with amazement at the magic that
makes it all worthwhile. Our busy little library consistently ranks in the top five libraries in the Upper Valley in terms
of per capita circulation, and patrons of all ages enjoy the many and varied programs offered. This past fall, Kid Stuff
magazine readers voted the Dunbar Free Library as the Parents Choice favorite library in the Upper Valley (tied with
Howe Library in Hanover, NH). All of this happens thanks to our hardworking, compassionate staff and volunteers, led
by director Dawn Huston, who celebrated ten years with the Dunbar Free Library this past year. It is an honor to serve as
a trustee to this dedicated group of individuals who bring so much to our town in entertainment, lifelong education, and
required resources.
2016 will be a time to dream and plan with new spaces and new ideas. Whether or not you have been part of our past, I
encourage you to stop by the Dunbar Free Library and be part of our future. After all, as Lady Bird Johnson once said,
“The only entrance requirement is interest.”
Respectfully submitted,
Katrina McCurley
Chair, Dunbar Free Library Board of Trustees
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“Our Town” Activities Department
February 28th – New Hampshire Fish and Game – Learn to Ice fish
We had 19 adults and children join for the chance at getting a bite in Eastman Pond. It was a sunny but very cold day and
we all sat by our posts in hopes for a bite. Sadly it never happened but we all agreed that we are going to try again next
year!
March 9 – Read Across America
Storyteller Simon Brooks shared amazing Fairy Tales and stories that had us wanting him to never stop, then we made
crafts of painted toast and planted clover pots that went along with what we heard. We shared the morning with 35 children.
April 4th – Eggstravaganza
The Bunny hopped inside again this year! We set up in the GVS gym and Cafeteria as the fields were still to damp with
snow. We spread out 2800 Easter eggs and Sugar River Bank helped us fill them with candy and toys we provided. The
bunny had 40 children under 5 and 68 children over 6 and up.
April 11th- Rabies Clinic
This year the Sugar River Animal Hospital provided 23 rabies shots for cats and dogs. They also offered microchipping.
This is a yearly community service held at the Grantham Fire Department.
May 10th - Mother and Son Magic Show and Pasta Dinner
Chris Yerling wowed us with his comedy/mime performance. We had a pasta buffet and lots of sweets for dessert. Dawn
Grant Photography took mother/son photos. It was a night filled with laughes as 25 couples shared the night to celebrate
Mom’s special day.
June 6 - Town Wide Yard Sale
The sun was shining and we had 21 people who had tables to sell there items in the Town Building inside and outside.
On the Town map we had 27 houses around Grantham in addition to the Town Building participants. Everyone involved
felt it was a very successful day for a yard sale.
June 7 - Father Daughter Dance
Father’s and Daughter arrived wearing their very best. We started off taking pictures with Dawn Grant Photography as
well as cookie decorating supplied by Missy Walla. DJ Jim Hollis started the night with some classic tunes as we danced
the night away. We served appetizers and refreshments. This year’s theme was hearts.
July 4 - Old Home Day
This year the theme was Hero’s. We started the day off with the pancake breakfast at the United Methodist Church followed by the Parade down Route 10. The rain stayed away just long enough for the parade to make it through town. We
added new food venders, Boisvert’s Curbside Kitchen and YaiYai’s Greek cuisine as well as a bunch of sweet station
throughout the event in addition to the Grantham Fire Department chicken BBQ which is always a huge crowd pleaser.
We had live animals, 4-H, Bounce houses, train rides, face painting, glitter tattoos and games. This year’s performers
were Juggler Bryson Lang, Comedy magic of Andrew Pinard and Ventriloquist Sylvia Fletcher. They all had you laughing and not wanting the day to end. The rain started but didn’t stop the fun from continuing. There were approximately
800 people who join our annual Old Home Day at The Grantham Rec Park.
Picking Blueberries - Late July – August
This season was a late and short one to say this year. The bushes were picked with the help of volunteers and the berries
were sold at Rum Brook Market.
July/August - Music in the Meadow
We kicked of our concert series with Steve, Marty, Joey and Noelle a family favorite, we welcomed The Shana Stack
band and had Fire it up Pizza as well but the thunder cut our night short, next we had Mike Cressey with Melissa Durkee
and friends. We cancelled two shows due to Thunder and lighting, mother nature seem to pick Tuesday night to have her
own show.
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September 26 – Scarecrows are a staple in October on Route 10. This year a total of 39 we place throughout town. New
additions this year were The Yoga Connection, Salty Dog Fitness, DeeAnn Shepherd of Country Homes Realty, Dunkin
Donuts and Grantham Fire Department as well as two sold to private residences. This project is a lot of fun and work but
so very enjoyable to hear all the ways people enjoy seeing them.
September Cookie Classes with Missy Walla
Registration was posted and within two days all classes were filled through December. Missy has an amazing vision for
cookie decorating. We were very fortunate to have her host her classes at the Town Hall.
October 24 - Monster Mash Dinner Bash
DJ Jim Hollis helped keep the party going and the children danced, played games and had a pasta dinner provided by the
Grantham Athletics department. 75 goblins joined us with their parents.
Pumpkins were provided by Horton’s Farm and Daisy Hill Farm and sold at the event.
October 30 – Light up the park
For our first time holding this event we had 36 pumpkins to light up the park. “Our Town” provided the tea lights and
some cocoa. I am very excited to see this event grow from year to year!
November 9 - Veteran’s Community Gathering
The Historical Society started the day with Bob Osgood and Bill Tighe sharing stories. The Dunbar Free Library had a
craft at their maker space held in the United Methodist Church. In the afternoon the Grantham Scouts read names of
Grantham residence at the Grantham Fire Department at their flag ceremony. The G.P.T.G held a boot camp race where
the children wore names of veterans on their shirts in their honor.
December 5 - Breakfast with Santa and Friends
The door opened at 8:30, Santa was jolly and ready to greet all the children. Cinnamon dough ornaments were made for
bringing home as well as a gingerbread house contest which Caroline Weber won for her House which she made at one
of our cookie classes with Missy Walla. We served 300 people and collected a large amount of canned good that were
donated to the Newport food pantry. This event is always the best way to start off a season of family and giving.
December 6 – Hampstead Stage a Christmas Carole with Gingerbread decorating and Town tree lighting
The Dunbar Free Library and Our Town had the Hampstead Stage come and put on an amazing two person play of the
Christmas Carole. We had 68 people come to the free show. We than decorated Gingerbread cookies and had some cocoa before heading outside to the Town Tree located in front of the Town Hall. Together as a community we did some
caroling then Kayleigh Trietsch lit the tree.
Thank you to all the volunteers that help out. The town events would not be as successful without you!
What a great year!
Jamielynn Garland
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Town Archivist Report
To start off, I have been corrected several times this year in regard to the rooms in the Grantham Village School. The
school was a three-room school building. The underground level was also a class room -- I learn new (or should I
say old) information almost every week. That is the fun of immersing oneself in the discovery of the Town of Grantham’s history.
Just a reminder, if you or anyone you know is cleaning out an attic, basement, storage bin, or even a house, please
alert the Town Archivist. Family histories, old newspapers clippings, photos, even magazines, are treasures to our
history. Dates, places and decisions by town officials plus ephemera illustrating town business are so important. Inquiries about ancestors continue to come by visitation, emails and phone messages, which requires the use of the old
town selectmen records.
Did you know that the original town business was originally conducted in the home of early residents.
After the church was moved from Dunbar Hill, it was raised and the first floor became the second floor now the
sanctuary of the church. The new first floor became the offices of the Town of Grantham or Town Hall.
The next move was a room in the Dunbar Free Library. An old safe that was removed from the library (in the 2015
renovation) was probably used for storing documents of the Grantham government.
Later the Town hall moved to the old Village School after the new Grantham Village School was built in1983. The 4
foot-half wall, with counter made to separate the public from the working area of the offices is still used as part of
the Archive Room. There is also a safe off the Archives Room once used for storing documents of the town of Grantham’s business--it is now used as a closet for archival items.
Thus the long history of the Grantham government has finally settled down. I wonder when the next move will
come or where it will be?
The 250th Celebration of the Town of Grantham NH 1767 to
2017 is almost here. You can help by volunteering Contact
Jamielynn at fun@granthamnh.net or 443-2894. Also you can
visit the Archives at the Little Old School House on Dunbar Hill
Road, Fridays 1-4 pm. Phone 603-863-9701; email granthamnharchives@gmail.com
Thank you,
Rae Tober Volunteer Town Archivist
The map to the left is
from the 1761 Charter
of Grantham; 1767
Charter for New
Grantham is similar
but the Charter requirements were completed.

Grantham border markers

The map to the
left is based on
the original
dimensions
displaying the
(property) lots.
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Conservation Commission Report
Although the Grantham Conservation commission has been in existence for 25 plus years not many people know much
about the Commissions’ role in town governance. Unlike the Planning Board and Zoning board of Adjustment, the members of the Commission are usually nominated by the commission Chair and approved by the Selectmen for a 3 year term
whereas the members of the other two Boards are elected by the Grantham residents. In addition the Planning and Zoning
Boards have statutory authority Since the Conservation Commission is an advisory organization for the Selectmen its recommendations usually need to be ratified by the Selectmen before they become actionable.
Inherent to the mission of the Commission is the goal of keeping Grantham's rural character. In that vane continuously
review activities in Grantham that may be a furtherance of Grantham's conservation goals. Over the last 15 years funds
from received by the Commission from the "Land Use Change fees" and the Land Preservation Trust Fund have been used
to help in the conservation of the Reney Forest, the Howard lands, the Health Lot ultimately purchased by ECA, the Hastings Lot which was used by the town to mitigate the wet lands impact of the ball fields construction and the recent purchase of 6.5 acres for inclusion into Brookside Park.
Additionally, the Commission is the manager for the Town Forest located on Miller Pond Road, and overseer of the 845
acre conserved Sherwood Forest The latter responsibility is State mandated but delegated to the Commission by the Selectmen. The Commission also acts as the principal advisor on matters pertaining to the town's wetland and shore lands including review of cutting permits. Additionally, every 7 years the Commission undertakes the perambulation of the town
boundaries with representatives from Enfield, Croydon, Springfield and Plainfield as required by state law. At present only a short segment of the Plainfield boundary remains to be completed.
In recent years the Commission has had completed appraisals of several parcels of land, funded Forest Management Plans
for the Town Forest and Smith Lot, initiated a Critical Conservation Lands evaluation and managed a Wetlands study.
For the past year considerable effort has been devoted to the development of Brookside Park. With the integration of the
contiguous 6.5 acre bought with Conservation funds, the Park expanded to 20 acres. Under the leadership of the Commission, volunteers have created a beautiful trail system throughout the Park. During the trail work several geologic points of
interest were found as well as a diversity of lovely settings. The trails are now flagged and ready for anyone who can
cross Skinner
The next steps are the construction of a bridge spanning Skinner Brook and
the installation of an ADA accessible trail from the parking lot, across the
bridge and up to the “Sun Rocks”. In response to a grant request drafted by
Commissioner Laura Nagy, the Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation provided Grantham with $15,000 toward the construction of the ADA accessible trail. Although volunteers will help with that trail construction, the
Commission intends to hire the Youth Conservation Corp to do the bulk
of the construction. Under the lead Commissioner Rich Kaszeta , the engineering work needed for a 38 foot ADA compliant bridge across the Brook
has been largely completed. Rich has designed, built and fitted the forms
for the bridge footings. Come Spring the forms will be filled with concrete
and the 38 foot I-beams put in place with the assistance of the Youth Conservation Corp. We plan to have the Park ready for visitors by the middle
of 2016.
The Grantham Conservation Commission is a Volunteer organization. If
you have an interest in getting involved as a commissioner or as a worker
please contact the Chair at 863-7487. We can use all help offered.
Chair: Richard Hocker
Members: Sue Buchanan, Laura Nagy, Richard Kaszeta, David Wood
Alternate: Dennis Ryan
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Open Space Committee Report
The Open Space Committee was established by the Board of Selectmen in 2013. The committee was charged with
inventorying all Grantham’s undeveloped parcels of 10 acres or more, with the goal of identifying and prioritizing land
that could be considered important in preserving Grantham’s rural character. The committee completed this task by
developing a file of 125 such parcels. Data was collected on each parcel along with an assessment of rural character
attributes such as wildlife habitat, ponds, streams, fields, woodlands, trails and views. Some of the key observations
were:

65% of the town’s total acreage was included in the 125 parcels.
46% of the town’s total acreage was included in 20 parcels over 100 acres.
Of the 11,250 acres inventoried, 10,100 acres or 90% are wooded.
The northwest portion of town contains the greatest concentration of wooded parcels.
40 of the 125 parcels have some sort of covenant restrictions and comprise 55% of the inventoried acreage.
84 or 67% of the parcels inventoried are in Current Use designation.

The Open Space Committee is now in the process of developing an Open Space Protection Plan for inclusion in an
updated Grantham Master Plan. It will address the importance of open space protection to help preserve the rural character of Grantham. The plan will also discus alternative methods of protecting undeveloped areas within the town, as well
as strategies for creating awareness and appreciation of open space among members of the community.

A special thanks is due the committee members who moved this work forward. Craig McArt and Allen Wilson and I
were the Grantham citizen representatives while Charlie McCarthy represented the Planning Board, Susan Buchanan the
Conservation Commission, and Conrad Frey the Zoning Board.

Respectfully Submitted,
Thain Allan, Chairman
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Historical Society Report
The historical society flourished last year. A loss or two, to be sure, but much gained, and several ongoing endeavors to
which we recommitted ourselves with renewed purpose.
Long-time Grantham resident Linda Bohrer, who agreed to join the board in 2014, resigned and was replaced by another
long-time resident, Nate Carey. Linda brought a great deal of energy to the board, and the extended research she put into
assembling the history of her historic East Grantham residence will go a long way toward helping us better understand
the history of the Stockertown neighborhood. We thank Linda sincerely for her commitment and her willingness to give
of her time and herself to our organization. Nate Carey, also a long-time resident, comes from a family with longstanding connections to Grantham and whose interest in historic architecture and artifacts makes him a natural to join our
board. We welcome Nate and look forward to working with him over the next few years.
The completion of our published history of the town took significant steps forward in terms of organization and publication. Always a collaborative effort using volunteer writers, decisions were made regarding streamlining the final review
and editing process that should allow a smoother submission process with our publisher. Our goal is to have the final
edits complete by this summer so that we can have the book in publication and available for purchase by 2017 for the
town’s 250th anniversary.
Our programs last year included our annual meeting in May, which featured a potluck supper and presentation by New
Hampshire scholar Cristina Ashjian entitled “Exemplary Country Estates of New Hampshire.” Dr. Ashjian reviewed the
colorful history of a number of estates throughout the state, including the White Mountains and the Lakes region. In the
fall we hosted Ben Kilham – also known as ‘the bear man’ – who spoke about his lifelong study of black bears, his
unique connection to these fascinating creatures, and his experiences in rescuing them and returning them to the wild.
The Memorial Garden was the beneficiary of new life this year, in every sense of the word. Grantham resident Joanne
Jordan agreed to oversee the redesign of the garden, and brought a number of fresh ideas that have resulted in the garden
being more accessible and more logically organized. Another resident, Cathy Champagne, agreed to assist Joanne with
the work and they accomplished a great deal over the summer. We thank them both and are grateful for their energy and
vision.
The collections committee continues to receive donations of both documents and objects related to Grantham history.
We are always thankful for the thoughtfulness shown by people who have a connection to our town, whether or not they
live here, and the trust they have in us to preserve and interpret these items.
As always, I thank Secretary Christina McKahan, Treasurer Kathi Osgood, and board members Nate Carey, Rae Tober
and Dwight Wilder. They continue to devote considerable attention to their roles as volunteers in service to our group;
their time and engagement are invaluable.
As always, please remember to visit our webpage (www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org) and our Facebook page, searchable by “Grantham Historical Society.” We continuously update both sites with historic information, historic photos, and
notices of upcoming events, projects and volunteer opportunities.
Finally, we offer our ongoing thanks to our membership for their abiding support. We always encourage those who are
interested in local history and who are not yet members to join us. Please feel free to contact any of us regarding our society and how you can get involved.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Story
President
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Grantham Community Crisis Fund Report
This year the Community Crisis Fund members would like to start this report a little differently than we have in the past.
Yes, we are the same organization that offers help and assistance to Grantham residents who are experiencing difficulties . Yes we are donation driven, with no assistance from your tax dollar to bank our funds and that is what we would
like to address in this report.

We would like to thank the benefactors that have helped us in the past 15 years. Contributions made from the goodness
of people's hearts, from organizations who strive to help every year and assistance from the banking industry, our local
town office administration and the Grantham Village School enable us year after year to assist people in need. Without
these people we would not be able to do the work that we do, so we want to say thank you to all who represent the spirit
of the Town of Grantham.

Please feel free to inquire about assistance for you or for someone you may know that is in crisis. Our goal is to be as
discreet as possible whenever we are called. You may call any of our members at the following numbers:

Deborah Cheever

863-5946

Cindy Towle

863-3156

Andrew Mellow

863-1850

Terry Dorr

863-4028

Kris Widmann

863-1681

Susan Wren

863-7355

Interested in donating to the Grantham Community Crisis Fund? Please send all donations to:
Grantham Community Crisis Fund
PO Box 1192
Grantham, NH 03753
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The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPC) has been providing professional planning assistance to municipal boards since 1963. The UVLSRPC coordinates inter-municipal planning, acts as a liaison
between local and state/federal agencies, and provides advisory technical assistance on development issues. The Commission serves 27 communities in Grafton, Sullivan, and Merrimack Counties.

The Commission’s highlight of 2015 was the adoption of the UVLSRPC Regional Plan (available online at regionalplan.uvlsrpc.org). This plan is based on the most extensive public engagement process in the Commission’s history and
presents a bold vision for the future development of our region over the next twenty years. In addition to the adoption of
the Regional Plan, UVLSRPC highlights for 2015 included:



Responding to more than 150 municipal requests for technical assistance.



Coordinating four Household Hazardous Waste Collections that served over 1,000 households in the region.



Coordinating with the NH Department of Transportation to develop the 2017-2026 Ten-Year Transportation Improvement Plan with approved projects totaling more than $125 million over the next ten years in the UVLSRPC
region.



Completing more than 110 traffic counts across the region.



Securing funding to conduct a feasibility study for a new transit service along the I-89 corridor linking New London
and Grantham to Lebanon and Hanover.



Assisting five communities in the region (Claremont, Newbury, Orford, Springfield, and Wilmot) with circuit rider
planning services.



Assisting five communities (Washington, Newport, Grantham, Sunapee, and Goshen) in updating their local Hazard
Mitigation Plans.



Assisting seven communities in the Sugar River watershed (Claremont, Cornish, Croydon, Goshen, Grantham,
Newport, and Sunapee) in developing Fluvial Erosion Hazard appendices for their local Hazard Mitigation Plans.



Assisting three communities (Unity, Washington, and Claremont) in updating their Local Emergency Operations
Plan.



Assisting two communities (Grantham and Lebanon) in developing local culvert inventories.



Providing administrative and staffing assistance to the Connecticut River Joint Commissions.

Please feel free to contact me at (603) 448-1680 or e-mail me at nmiller@uvlsrpc.org to share your thoughts. It is a
pleasure to serve the municipalities of this region!

Sincerely,
Nathan Miller, AICP
Executive Director
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MVHI is a nonproﬁt public health organiza on serving the Upper Valley towns of Canaan, Dorchester, Enﬁeld, Gra on,
Grantham, Hanover, Lebanon, Lyme, Orange, Orford, Piermont, and Plainﬁeld. Our goal is to protect and promote the
health of our community.

In 2015, appropria ons from Grantham and nine other towns in the Upper Valley Region supported the Public Health
Council of Upper Valley (PHC), a regional collabora ve working to leverage the diverse capabili es of our communi es,
health and human services providers, schools, and businesses to improve our regional response to public health needs.
Over the course of the year, members developed a Community Health Improvement Plan for addressing substance
misuse, obesity, older adult falls, and other concerns for the region. The PHC supported a number of ini a ves by fos‐
tering new partnerships and inves ng in pilot projects. Some of these include:


Bringing dental health care services to people in community se ngs;



Bringing Crisis Interven on Team training to law enforcement partners. CIT improves law enforcement responses
to people with mental illness.



Increasing our community and individual awareness of how changes in our climate can aﬀect our health

For more informa on about the PHC, please visit us at www.uvpublichealth.org.

Also in 2015, MVHI contributed to regional eﬀorts to increase the number of residents receiving ﬂu vaccines. We dis‐
seminated informa on about free ﬂu vaccines to the public. We hosted four ﬂu vaccine clinics in the region that pro‐
vided 1,120 free ﬂu vaccines to residents aged 10 and older. These clinics were held in Plainﬁeld, Enﬁeld, and Orford
and were open to all.

MVHI greatly appreciates the support we receive from Grantham and will con nue to work hard to meet your needs in
2016.
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March 8, 2016 Town Meeting Rules
1. The Moderator will use the following general rules of procedure, the main purpose of which are to keep
the meeting moving and not get bogged down in procedural quagmires.
2. Non-voters who are not officers of the town or consultants to the town may be allowed to address the
meeting only if the town votes to permit it. A simple majority is required.
3. The Moderator will consider each Article as follows:
A. The Moderator will announce the Article number, and the text of the Article will be displayed on the overhead screen or will be otherwise made available at the Meeting. The
Moderator need not read the full text of the Article.
B. The Moderator will recognize a member of the Board of Selectman or the petitioner (if a petitioned Article) to move the adoption of the Article.
C. If the Motion is seconded, the Moderator will recognize a member of the Board of Selectmen
or the petitioner to explain the Article.
D. The Meeting will debate and then vote on the Article.
4. ALL voters will direct their remarks to the Moderator. Whenever a voter wishes to speak, he or she will
go the microphone, address the moderator by first identifying him or herself and providing his or her
street address. The microphone is necessary for accurate recording of the meeting.
A. If a voter is unable to reach one of the stand-up microphones, the voter should raise his/her
hand and one of the hand-held microphones will be provided.
B. In order for everyone to have the opportunity to speak, speakers will be limited to three
minutes (with the exception of initial presentations on warrant articles.)
C. No one will be recognized to speak a second time until everyone who wishes to speak a first
time has had the opportunity.
D. If you agree with someone, it is OK to say that instead of repeating something that has already been said.
E. The microphone will also be used by people wanting to “Call (or Move) the question.” Anyone shouting it out from his or her seat will not be recognized. This will avoid preempting
people who are already in line to speak to an issue.
F. A motion to “Call the question” requires a 2/3 vote. If this motion is passed all voters standing at a microphone or holding a microphone and anyone seated at the head table who has
previously told the Moderator that he/she wishes to speak on the Motion will be allowed to
speak.
G. The Moderator shall have the right to refuse to recognize a Motion to Call (or Move) the
question if, in the Moderator’s opinion, the voters have not yet had an adequate opportunity
to discuss an issue.
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5. All questions and comments should be addressed to the Moderator. The Moderator will choose who
responds to the questions.
6. Unless superseded by State law, reconsideration of a vote on any article should be brought up immediately after the vote has been declared and may only be made by a voter who voted on the prevailing
side of the vote to be reconsidered.
A. Mandatory Restriction: A vote on the issuance of bonds or notes over $ 100,000 cannot be reconsidered at the same meeting. In accordance with RSA 33:8-a, if a motion to reconsider a ballot vote on a bond issue of over $ 100,000 passes, the Article cannot be reconsidered until a reconvened Meeting that is at least seven (7) days after the original vote. With respect to bond
votes, the restrictions on reconsideration automatically applies without the need for the Meeting
to vote for it.
B. Optional Restriction: Voters may postpone reconsideration of any Article at this Meeting by voting to restrict reconsideration of the Article in accordance with RSA 40:10. If the Meeting passes such a motion, then the Article cannot be reconsidered until a reconvened meeting held at
least seven (7) days after the date of the original vote.
7. The moderator will conduct a secret “yes-no” ballot when five voters make a written request prior to a
voice or show of hands vote on any article open for discussion. All five voters must be present and
identified.
8. Any ruling by the moderator can be challenged. The moderator will conduct a secret “yes-no” ballot
when seven or more voters question any non-ballot vote immediately after the vote is declared and before any other business is conducted.
9. All proposed amendments to articles will be submitted in writing to the Moderator prior to discussion of
the amendment.
10. Registered voters only will be seated in the center section of the meeting hall. Non-voters will be seated in the visitor’s gallery located in the area bounded by the pillars and the inside wall of the meeting
hall.
11. The Moderator will not accept negative motions, that are motions which require a “no” vote to vote in
the affirmative such as “I move that we not adopt the budget.”
12. If the Meeting is not finished at 11:00 pm, the Moderator may recess the Meeting to a future date.
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Treasurer’s Report
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Congressional Delegation & Representatives
United States Senators
HONORABLE KELLY AYOTTE
1200 Elm Street, Suite 2
Manchester, NH 03101-2503; 603-622-7979
HONORABLE JEANNE SHAHEEN
2 Wall Street, Suite 220
Manchester, NH 03101; 603-647-7500

United States Congresswoman—District 2
HONORABLE ANN McLANE KUSTER
18 North Main Street, Fourth Floor
Concord, NH 03301; 603-226-1002

NH Senator—District 8
SENATOR GERALD H. LITTLE
75 Woodbury Road
Weare, NH 03281

NH Representatives
SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 1

SULLIVAN COUNTY—DISTRICT 9

Lee Walker Oxenham

Virginia O’Brien Irwin

92 Methodist Hill Road, Plainfield, NH 03781-5415

182 Fletcher Road

603-727-9368 ~ Lee.Oxenham@leg.state.nh.us

Newport, NH 03773-2314
603-863-3582 ~ Virginia.Irwin@leg.state.nh.us

Andrew R. Schmidt
PO Box 1747, Grantham, NH 03753-1747
603-863-1247 ~ andrew.schmidt@leg.state.nh.us
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Involuntary Lot Merger Notice
If you own real estate lots that were involuntarily merged by municipal action, you may be
able to have those lots restored to their pre-merger status pursuant to RSA 674:39-aa.
Your property may qualify if two or more lots were merged for zoning, assessing, or taxation
purposes and the merger occurred:



During your ownership, without your consent; or
Prior to your ownership, if no previous owner consented to the merger.

To restore your property to the pre-merger status you must make a written request to the local
governing body no later than December 31, 2016.
Once restored, your properties will once again become separate lots; however, they must still
conform to applicable land use ordinances. Restoration does not cure non-conformity.
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Other Community Events in 2015

GVS students who participated in the afterschool
cross country ski program

This was the Color Trek fundraising event for
David’s House

The 2015 Tennis program run
by ECA’s tennis professional
Gary Conklin. This program
was run on the town’s courts
located at GVS.

Grantham Town Meeting
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at 5pm
Grantham Town Building, Lower Level
300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH
Election of Town Officials and Zoning Amendments by ballot; polls open 10am—7pm

Grantham School District Meeting

Election of School Officials

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 at 6:30m

By ballot on Tuesday, March 8, 2016

Grantham Village School Gymnasium

Grantham Town Building, Lower Level

75 Learning Drive, Grantham, NH

300 Route 10 South, Grantham, NH
Polls open from 10am—7pm
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